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Good Morning Notre Dame Families, 

 
I want to begin this update by saying that I could not be prouder of our Notre Dame Academy 
community at this time. We are dealing with a once-in-a-century crisis that we couldn’t have 
possibly imagined as we entered 2020. The way that our teachers have adapted and continue 
to adapt is a testament to their commitment to our school and their students. Students have 
been producing work at high levels and staying motivated. Parents, you have also been 
amazingly helpful, supportive, and flexible. It’s reassuring that our school community and spirit 
remains strong. 
 
On Monday, the governor announced that all schools in the state of New Jersey would remain 
closed for the remainder of the school year. While this news was sad, I understand the 
necessity. Funny how even though I knew it was coming, it still really stung to hear it. The 
schools in the Archdiocese of Newark must comply with this order and therefore remain in 
distance learning mode. Please see the attached letter from our Acting Superintendent of 
Schools.  
 
This decision will be a challenge for all of us, but will be especially hard on our Class of 2020. 
While our traditional graduation celebrations may be delayed, I promise to still make sure they 
are celebrated for their hard work and accomplishments! We will be developing a virtual 
ceremony and set of special events for June 12th for our 8th grade. Likewise, we will be 
developing alternative celebrations for our PreK moving up ceremony and Kindergarten 
graduation. 
 
Our teachers will continue providing high quality daily instruction for our scholars. It is important 
for students to stay up to date with their assignments and to be sure they are joining the Google 
Classrooms for their enrichment teachers.  
 
We have some unused snow days and one professional day that we can now allocate to 
shorten the end of the school year. Below are the tentative last days of school by grade level. 
 

 



 

- 8th grade last day of online classes is June 5th and Graduation is June 12th  
- PreK & Kindergarten last day of online classes is June 12th 
- Grades 1-7 last day of online classes is June 16th 

 
We are in the process of developing protocols for collecting textbooks, emptying of student 
desks, and other procedures we usually don’t have to think too hard about. We appreciate your 
patience and cooperation as we are sometimes waiting for guidance on what will and will not be 
allowed by state and county authorities. I will continue to keep you abreast of new 
developments as I have them. 
 
Tuition contracts for the 2020-2021 school year will begin to go out digitally on Monday, May 
11th. They will go out in small batches as they are ready and hopefully by the end of the week 
you should all receive them. We have set up the online portal for the payment of your balance of 
fees. That link will be sent with your contract. Our goal is to complete the process for all 
familiesby July 15th. We certainly understand that these are still uncertain times for many of our 
families and we are prepared to work with individual families to make necessary arrangements 
by request.  
 
The Scholarship Fund For Inner City Children has extended it’s application deadline (For K-8th) 
to May 31,2020. Please visit https://www.sficnj.org/apply-for-tuition-assistance/ to apply. Any 
questions should be emailed to schofund@rcan.org .  
 
We are still accepting new enrollments and have spaces in most grades for the new school 
year. Feel free to recommend us to friends and family.  
 
Our annual Casino Night sponsored by our Home School Association has officially been 
cancelled for this year. If you have a 50/50 booklet that you would like to purchase please mail a 
check along with the completed stubs to the school by May 22nd. The drawing will take place on 
May 31st. We are also working on an online auction for our tricky tray items. More information 
will be coming your way soon! We are also trying to see if we can still organize our tuition raffle 
over the summer months. This would be a chance to win a “one child tuition” which could be 
applied to NDA or any tuition based school! 
 
This is the last year of service for the current HSA board. We will be in need of new board 
members for the next 3 year term. Positions include President, Vice President, Treasurer, 
Secretary, Fundraising Chair, and Head Class Parent. If you are interested in getting involved 
please contact me for more information. 
 
The strength and resiliency of our Notre Dame family is truly remarkable. As a community of 
faith we understand that there are many things out of our control, but through our belief in God 
and His plan, we can see a brighter day ahead. I know we will emerge from this stronger and 
with better perspective because that’s what we have built at Notre Dame Academy. A 
community that comes together when the times call for it and lifts each other up when we need 
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it most. I look forward to a time in the near future when we can all come together and celebrate 
the good news that is being a part of Notre Dame Academy.  
 
In The Peace of Christ  
 
Mark Valvano, Ed.S., Principal  
 
 
 

 


