
Welcome to Seventh Grade!

Dear incoming seventh graders,

Over the summer, you will be responsible for reading three books. The first book is

Among the Hidden by Margaret Peterson Haddix, which has been chosen for all

incoming seventh graders to read. You may choose the second and third books from the

list on the next few pages. However, if you have a book in mind that you would like to

read that is NOT on the list, that is totally fine. I want you to find books that you love

and enjoy reading! Whether you choose books from the list or not, please make sure that

you are choosing books that you have not already read!

If you have any questions, you can email me at cfernandez@notredameint.org.

Mandatory Book: Among the Hidden by Margaret Peterson Haddix

Luke has never been to school. He's never had a birthday party,

or gone to a friend's house to hang out. In fact, Luke has never

had a friend. Luke is one of the shadow children, a third child

forbidden by the Population Police. He's lived his entire life in

hiding, and now, with a new housing development replacing

the woods next to his family's farm, he is no longer even

allowed to go outside. Then, one day Luke sees a girl's face in

the window of a house where he knows two other children

already live. Finally, he's met a shadow child like himself. Jen

is willing to risk everything to come out of the shadows -- does

Luke dare to become involved in her dangerous plan? Can he

afford not to?

For the mandatory book, choose ONE of the following assignments.

Epic poem: An epic poem is a long, narrative poem that tells an exciting story. Write

an epic poem retelling the story of Among the Hidden. Your poem must include the

following:

❖ Coverage of all major characters, plot points, setting, and major conflicts

❖ A minimum of 20 lines

❖ A consistent rhyme scheme.



Book review slideshow: Using either PowerPoint, Google Slides, or Prezi, create a

slideshow that reviews Among the Hidden. Your slideshow must include the following:

❖ A brief summary of the plot, setting, and main conflict

❖ An overview of each of the major characters (who they are, their personality

traits, their role in the story)

❖ What you liked and disliked about the book, and why

❖ Your rating of the book out of five stars and why

❖ A balance of both text and images (please don’t fill up entire slides with text!)

❖ A minimum of five slides, NOT including title or ending slides (there is no

maximum, but please don’t go too crazy!)

Movie soundtrack: Create a soundtrack that could be used for a movie version of

Among the Hidden. Your soundtrack must include the following:

❖ At least four songs that would work in a soundtrack of the novel. The lyrics

should be relevant to the characters, plot, setting, conflict, mood, and/or themes

in the novel

❖ A one-paragraph description/summary for each song which explains why

the song fits the characters, plot, setting, conflicts, mood, and/or themes

❖ The title and artist of each song

❖ OPTIONAL: A playlist containing all of the songs.

Journal: Write four journal entries as you read Among the Hidden. Journal entries

should be at least one paragraph (5 sentences minimum) long. You may either

handwrite or type your entries. Here is a list of topics that you can use, but you may use

your own ideas as well. You do NOT have to cover every single topic. Feel free to include

your drawings or artwork as well!

*Why you chose the book

*Whether or not you are enjoying the book, and WHY

* How the book makes you feel

* A brief summary of what part you are up to

* What you predict will happen

* Something that you’re wondering about or that you don’t understand

* What you think the themes are (or the author’s message)

* How you feel about a character

* How the setting affects the characters

*A connection you can make to another book (or a movie, TV show, or other

media), to something in the world, or to your own life



For the two choice books, you will complete an in-class activity. I encourage you to

take notes on plot points and characters so you don’t forget what you have read!

Choice Book List

Historical fiction

Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan

Wealthy Esperanza thought she'd always live a privileged life on her family's

ranch in Mexico. She'd always have fancy dresses, a beautiful home filled with

servants, and Mama, Papa, and Abuelita to care for her. But a sudden and

mysterious tragedy forces Esperanza and Mama to flee to California and settle in

a Mexican farm labor camp. Esperanza isn't ready for the hard work, financial

struggles brought on by the Great Depression, or lack of acceptance she now

faces. When Mama gets sick and a strike for better working conditions threatens

to uproot their new life, Esperanza must find a way to rise above her difficult

circumstances-because both Mama's life and her own life depend on it.

Number the Stars by Lois Lowry

As the German troops start to "relocate" all the Jews of Denmark during

World War II, Annemarie Johansen’s family takes in Annemarie’s Jewish

best friend, Ellen Rosen, and disguises her as part of the family. The family

then becomes involved with the underground Danish Resistance, which

smuggles almost the entire Jewish population of Denmark — nearly 7,000

people — across the sea to Sweden.

Stella by Starlight by Sharon M. Draper

Stella lives in the segregated South—in Bumblebee, North Carolina, to be

exact about it. Some stores she can go into. Some stores she can’t. Some

folks are right pleasant. Others are a lot less so. To Stella, it sort of evens out,

and heck, the Klan hasn’t bothered them for years. But one late night, later

than she should ever be up, much less wandering around outside, Stella and

her little brother see something they’re never supposed to see, something

that is the first flicker of change to come, unwelcome change by any stretch

of the imagination. As Stella’s community—her world—is upended, she

decides to fight fire with fire, and she learns that ashes don’t necessarily

signify an end.



If You Liked Wonder

Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan

Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, a “person of color” (her term)

adopted by white parents, obsessed with nature and diagnosing medical

conditions, who finds it comforting to count by 7s. It has never been easy for her

to connect with anyone, but that hasn’t kept her from leading a quietly happy

life… until now. Suddenly, Willow’s world is tragically changed when her

parents both die in a car crash, leaving her alone in a confusing world. Another

of Ms. Fernandez’s favorites!

Forget Me Not by Ellie Terry

Astronomy-loving Calliope June has Tourette syndrome, so she sometimes

makes faces or noises that she doesn't mean to make. When she and her

mother move yet again, she tries to hide her TS. But it isn't long before the

kids at her new school realize she's different. Only Calliope's neighbor, who is

also the popular student body president, sees her as she truly is―an

interesting person and a good friend. But is he brave enough to take their

friendship public? As Calliope navigates school, she must also face her

mother's new relationship and the fact that they might be

moving―again―just as she starts to make friends and finally accept her

differences. This novel is partly written in poems!

Action and Adventure

Miles Morales: Spider-Man by Jason Reynolds

Miles Morales is just your average teenager. Dinner every Sunday with his

parents, chilling out playing old-school video games with his best friend,

Ganke, crushing on brainy, beautiful poet Alicia. He's even got a

scholarship spot at the prestigious Brooklyn Visions Academy. Oh yeah,

and he's Spider-Man. But lately, Miles's spidey-sense has been on the fritz.

When a misunderstanding leads to his suspension from school, Miles

begins to question his abilities. After all, his dad and uncle were Brooklyn

jack-boys with criminal records. Maybe kids like Miles aren't meant to be

superheroes.

As Miles tries to get his school life back on track, he can't shake the vivid

nightmares that continue to haunt him. Nor can he avoid the relentless buzz of his spidey-sense

every day in history class, amidst his teacher's lectures on the historical benefits of slavery and

the modern-day prison system. But after his scholarship is threatened, Miles uncovers a chilling

plot, one that puts his friends, his neighborhood, and himself at risk.



Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone by J.K. Rowling

(If you have already read this one, you may read any of the other books in the

Harry Potter series!)

Harry Potter has no idea how famous he is. That's because he's being raised by his

miserable aunt and uncle, who are terrified Harry will learn that he's really a

wizard, just as his parents were. But everything changes when Harry is summoned

to attend a famous school for wizards, and he begins to discover some clues about

his identity. From the surprising way he is greeted by a lovable giant, to the unique

classes and interesting teachers at his unusual school, Harry finds himself drawn

deep inside a mystical world he never knew existed- and closer to his own destiny.

Ms. Fernandez’s all-time favorite series!

Spirit Hunters by Ellen Oh

A riveting ghost story and captivating adventure inspired by Korean folklore, this

tale will have you guessing at every turn!

Harper Raine doesn’t trust her new home from the moment she steps inside, and

the rumors are that the Raine family’s new house is haunted. Harper isn’t sure she

believes those rumors... until her younger brother, Michael, starts acting

strangely.The whole atmosphere gives Harper a sense of déjà vu, but she can’t

remember why. She knows that the memories she’s blocking will help make sense

of her brother’s behavior and the strange and threatening sensations she feels in

this house, but will she be able to put the pieces together in time?

Legend by Marie Lu

In a dark future, North America has been split into two warring nations. Born into an

elite family in one of the Republic's wealthiest districts, fifteen-year-old June is a

military prodigy. Born into the slums of the Republic’s Lake Sector, fifteen-year-old

Day is the country’s most wanted criminal. But his motives are not as sinister as they

often seem. One day, June’s brother is murdered, and Day becomes the prime

suspect. Now, Day is in a race for his family’s survival, while June tries desperately to

avenge her brother’s death. The two will uncover the truth of what has really brought

them together, and the lengths their country will go to in order to keep its secrets.

Realistic Fiction

Middle School: The Worst Years of My Life by James Patterson & Chris Tebetts

Rafe Khatchadorian has enough problems at home without throwing his first year of

middle school into the mix. Luckily, he's got an awesome plan for the best year ever, if

only he can pull it off: with his best friend, “Leonardo the Silent,” awarding him

points, Rafe tries to break every rule in his school's oppressive Code of Conduct. If you

liked this book, this is a series!



A Good Kind of Trouble by Lisa Moore Ramée

Twelve-year-old Shayla only wants to follow the rules. But now in middle

school, she’s no longer sure what the rules are. Not with her friends and not

with her classmates. Her sister’s involved in Black Lives Matter, which

Shayla doesn’t think is for her. But after a protest, Shayla decides some rules

are okay to break, and she starts wearing an armband to school in support of

BLM. The principal announces that the armbands aren’t allowed, and

Shayla’s given an ultimatum. Though Shayla’s always tried to avoid trouble,

she might be in even more trouble if she can’t face her fear and do what she

knows is right, even if someone else has decided it’s wrong.

Unidentified Suburban Object by Mike Jung

Chloe Cho has had it with people not knowing the difference between someone

who's Chinese, Japanese, or Korean. She's had it with people thinking that

everything she does well, from getting good grades to winning first chair in the

orchestra, is just because she's Asian. Chloe's parents don't want to have

anything to do with their Korean background. Whenever Chloe asks them a

question about it, they change the subject. It's only when Chloe is with her best

friend, Shelly, that she doesn't feel like a total alien.

Then a new teacher comes to town: Ms. Lee. She's Korean-American, and for

the first time, Chloe has a person to talk to who seems to understand

completely. In Ms. Lee's class, Chloe finally gets to explore her family history.

But what she unearths is light-years away from what she expected.

Flipped by Wendelin van Draanen

The first time she saw him, she flipped. The first time he saw her, he ran. That

was the second grade, but not much has changed by the seventh. Juli is still

obsessed with Bryce, and Bryce has been avoiding Juli like the plague. But in the

eighth grade, everything gets turned upside down: just as Bryce is thinking that

there’s maybe more to Juli than meets the eye, she’s thinking that he’s not quite

all he seemed.



Non-Fiction

Every Falling Star by Sungju Lee

Every Falling Star, the first book to portray modern North Korea to a young

audience, is the intense memoir of a North Korean boy named Sungju, who is

forced at age twelve to live on the streets and fend for himself. To survive,

Sungju creates a gang and lives by thieving, fighting, begging, and stealing rides

on cargo trains. Sungju describes what it was like for a boy alone to create a new

family with his gang, his “brothers”; to be hungry and to fear arrest,

imprisonment, and even execution; to live in a land where the freedoms that we

take for granted do not exist.

Rising Above: How 11 Athletes Overcame Challenges in Their Youth to

Become Stars by Gregory Zuckerman

Team USA goalkeeper Tim Howard was diagnosed with Tourette’s Syndrome in

6th grade. He went on to become a national treasure after single-handedly

keeping America competitive in the 2014 World Cup. Stephen Curry was told he

was too small, too weak, and too slow to even receive a scholarship to play

college basketball. He outworked everyone and went on to become MVP of the

National Basketball Association. Jim Abbott was born without his right hand,

yet he refused to be defined by what he lacked. He went on to pitch a no-hitter in

the Major Leagues. Athlete after athlete in this book found discipline, hope, and

inspiration on the playing field, rising above their circumstances.

Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly (you may read either the

regular version, or the young reader’s edition)

Before John Glenn orbited the earth, or Neil Armstrong walked on the moon,

a group of dedicated female mathematicians known as “human computers”

used pencils, slide rules, and adding machines to calculate the numbers that

would launch rockets, and astronauts, into space. This book brings to life the

stories of Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson, Katherine Johnson, and

Christine Darden, four African-American women who lived through the civil

rights era, the Space Race, the Cold War, and the movement for gender

equality, and whose work forever changed the face of NASA and the country.


