
Welcome to Eighth Grade!

Dear incoming eighth graders,

Over the summer, you will be responsible for reading three books. The first book is

The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank, which has been chosen for all incoming

eighth graders to read. You may choose the second and third books from the list on the

next few pages. However, if you have a book in mind that you would like to read that is

NOT on the list, that is totally fine. I want you to find books that you love and enjoy

reading! Whether you choose books from the list or not, please make sure that you are

choosing books that you have not already read!

If you have any questions, please email me at cfernandez@notredameint.org.

I look forward to seeing you in September, and happy reading!

Mandatory Book: The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank

In 1942, with the Nazis occupying Holland, a thirteen-year-old

Jewish girl and her family fled their home in Amsterdam and

went into hiding. For over two years, the Franks and another

family lived hidden in the “Secret Annex” of an old office

building. Cut off from the outside world, they faced hunger,

boredom, the constant cruelties of living in confined quarters,

and the ever-present threat of discovery and death. In her

diary, Anne Frank recorded vivid impressions of her

experiences during this period. Thoughtful, moving, and

surprisingly humorous, her account offers a fascinating

commentary on human courage and frailty, and a compelling

self-portrait of a sensitive and spirited young woman who

experienced the unimaginable.

For the mandatory book, you will choose ONE of the following assignments. This will

be submitted on Google Classroom when we come back to school in September.

Epic poem: An epic poem is a long, narrative poem that tells an exciting story. Write

an epic poem retelling the story of The Diary of a Young Girl. Your poem must include

the following:

❖ Coverage of all major characters, plot points, setting, and major conflicts

❖ A minimum of 25 lines

❖ A consistent rhyme scheme.



Book review slideshow: Using either PowerPoint, Google Slides, or Prezi, create a

slideshow that reviews The Diary of a Young Girl. Your slideshow must include the

following:

❖ A brief summary of the plot, setting, and main conflict

❖ An overview of each of the major characters (who they are, their personality

traits, their role in the story)

❖ What you liked and disliked about the book, and why

❖ Your rating of the book out of five stars and why

❖ A balance of both text and images (please don’t fill up entire slides with text!)

❖ A minimum of six slides (there is no maximum, but please don’t go too crazy!)

Movie soundtrack: Create a soundtrack that could be used for a movie version of The

Diary of a Young Girl. Your soundtrack must include the following:

❖ At least five songs that would work in a soundtrack of the novel. The lyrics

should be relevant to the characters, plot, setting, conflict, mood, and/or themes

in the novel.

❖ A one-paragraph description/summary for each song which explains why

the song fits the characters, plot, setting, conflicts, mood, and/or themes.

❖ The title, artist, and lyrics of each song

❖ OPTIONAL: A playlist containing all of the songs.

Journal: Write five journal entries as you read The Diary of a Young Girl. Journal

entries should be at least one paragraph (5 sentences minimum) long. You may

either handwrite or type your entries. Here is a list of topics that you can use, but you

may use your own ideas as well. You do NOT have to cover every single topic. Feel free

to include your drawings or artwork as well!

*Why you chose the book

*Whether or not you are enjoying the book, and WHY

* How the book makes you feel

* A brief summary of what part you are up to

* What you predict will happen

* Something that you’re wondering about or that you don’t understand

* What you think the themes are (or the author’s message)

* How you feel about a character

* How the setting affects the characters

*A connection you can make to another book (or a movie, TV show, or other

media), to something in the world, or to your own life



For the two choice books, you will complete an in-class activity when we come back to

school. I encourage you to take notes on plot points and characters so you don’t forget

what you have read!

Choice Book List

Historical Fiction

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

In 1939, Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living in Nazi Germany. She survives

by stealing, but then she encounters something she can’t resist–books. With

the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares

her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the

Jewish man hidden in her basement. The narrator of this story is none other

than Death himself!

Stella by Starlight by Sharon M. Draper

Stella lives in the segregated South—in Bumblebee, North Carolina, to be

exact about it. Some stores she can go into. Some stores she can’t. Some

folks are pleasant. Others are a lot less so. To Stella, it sort of evens out, and

heck, the Klan hasn’t bothered them for years. But one late night, later than

she should ever be up, much less wandering around outside, Stella and her

little brother see something they’re never supposed to see, something that is

the first flicker of change to come, unwelcome change by any stretch of the

imagination. As Stella’s community—her world—is upended, she decides to

fight fire with fire. And she learns that ashes don’t necessarily signify an end.

The Wednesday Wars by Gary D. Schmidt

Meet Holling Hoodhood, a seventh-grader at Camillo Junior High, who must

spend Wednesday afternoons with his teacher, Mrs. Baker, while the rest of the

class has religious instruction. Mrs. Baker doesn’t like Holling—he’s sure of it.

Why else would she make him read the plays of William Shakespeare outside

class? But everyone has bigger things to worry about, like the war in Vietnam. His

father wants Holling and his sister to be on their best behavior: the success of his

business depends on it. But how can Holling stay out of trouble when he has so

much to contend with? Angry rats, a bully demanding cream puffs, and a baseball

hero signing autographs the very same night Holling has to appear in a play in yellow tights! A

great book to choose if you liked The Outsiders!



Action, Adventure, and Thrills

Greystone Secrets: The Strangers by Margaret Peterson Haddix

What makes you you? The Greystone kids thought they knew. Chess has always

been the protector over his younger siblings, Emma loves math, and Finn does what

Finn does best—acting silly and being adored. They’ve been a happy family, just the

three of them and their mom. But everything changes when reports of three

kidnapped children reach the Greystone kids, and they’re shocked by the startling

similarities between themselves and these complete strangers. The other kids share

their same first and middle names. They’re the same ages. They even have identical

birthdays. Before Chess, Emma, and Finn can question their mom about it, she takes

off on a sudden work trip and leaves them in the care of Ms. Morales and her

daughter, Natalie. But puzzling clues left behind lead to complex codes, hidden

rooms, and a dangerous secret that will turn their world upside down. The first book in a new

series by the author of Among the Hidden!

Matched by Ally Condie

Cassia has always trusted the Society to make the right choices for her: what to

read, what to watch, what to believe, and who to fall in love with. So when Xander's

face appears on-screen at her Matching ceremony, Cassia knows he is her ideal

mate . . . until she sees Ky Markham's face flash for an instant before the screen

fades to black. The Society tells her it's a rare malfunction, but Cassia can't stop

thinking about Ky. As they slowly fall in love, Cassia begins to doubt the Society's

infallibility and is faced with an impossible choice: between Xander and Ky,

between the only life she's known and a path that no one else has dared to follow.

This is a great book to read if you liked Among the Hidden or The Hunger Games!

The Inheritance Games by Jennifer Lynn Barnes

Avery Grambs has a plan for a better future: survive high school, win a scholarship,

and get out. But her fortunes change in an instant when billionaire Tobias

Hawthorne dies and leaves Avery virtually his entire fortune. The catch? Avery has

no idea why- or even who Tobias Hawthorne is. To receive her inheritance, Avery

must move into sprawling, secret passage-filled Hawthorne House, where every

room bears the old man's touch- and his love of puzzles, riddles, and codes.

Unfortunately for Avery, Hawthorne House is also occupied by the family that Tobias

Hawthorne just disinherited. This includes his four grandsons: dangerous, magnetic,

brilliant boys who grew up with every expectation that one day, they would inherit

billions. Heir apparent Grayson is convinced that Avery must be a conwoman, and

he's determined to take her down. His brother, Jameson, views her as their

grandfather's last hurrah: a twisted riddle, a puzzle to be solved. Caught in a world of wealth and

privilege, with danger around every turn, Avery will have to play the game herself just to survive.

Ms. Fernandez read this one in two days because it’s so hard to put down!



Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children by Ransom Riggs

A horrific family tragedy sets sixteen-year-old Jacob journeying to a remote island

off the coast of Wales, where he discovers the crumbling ruins of Miss Peregrine’s

Home for Peculiar Children. As Jacob explores its abandoned bedrooms and

hallways, it becomes clear that the children were more than just peculiar. They may

have been dangerous. They may have been quarantined on a deserted island for

good reason. And somehow—impossible though it seems—they may still be alive.

Strange (and real!) photographs mix with fiction for a thrilling read.

Realistic Fiction

The Other Half of Happy by Rebeca Balcárcel

Quijana is a girl in pieces. One-half Guatemalan, one-half American: When

Quijana's Guatemalan cousins move to town, her dad suddenly seems ashamed that

she doesn't know more about her family's heritage. One-half crush, one-half buddy:

When Quijana meets Zuri and Jayden, she knows she's found true friends. But she

can't help the growing feelings she has for Jayden. One-half kid, one-half grown-up:

Quijana spends her nights Skyping with her ailing grandma and trying to figure out

what's going on with her increasingly hard-to-reach brother. Now, Quijana must

figure out which parts of herself are most important, and which pieces come together

to make her whole. One of Ms. Fernandez’s favorites!

Fast Break by Mike Lupica

Forced to live on his own after his mom dies and her boyfriend abandons him,

Jayson does whatever it takes to get by and avoid the foster care system...until the

day he gets caught stealing a new pair of basketball sneakers. Within a day, a social

worker places him with a family from the other side of town, the Lawtons. Jayson

wants out, but no matter how much he tries to fight with the Lawtons, they keep

showing him kindness. But not everyone in Jayson's new life is so ready to trust him.

It's on Jayson to believe that he deserves a better life. The ultimate prize if he can? A

trip to play in the state finals at Cameron Indoor Stadium–home to the Duke Blue

Devils and launching pad to his dream of playing bigtime college ball.

Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt

Ally has been smart enough to fool a lot of smart people. Every time she lands in a new

school, she is able to hide her inability to read by creating clever yet disruptive

distractions.  She is afraid to ask for help; after all, how can you cure dumb? However,

her newest teacher, Mr. Daniels, sees the bright, creative kid underneath the trouble

maker. With his help, Ally learns not to be so hard on herself and that dyslexia is

nothing to be ashamed of. As her confidence grows, Ally feels free to be herself, and the

world starts opening up with possibilities. A great book to read if you liked Wonder!



Love and Gelato by Jenna Evans Welch

Lina is spending the summer in Tuscany, but she isn’t in the mood for Italy’s

famous sunshine and fairy-tale landscape. She’s only there because it was her

mother’s dying wish that she get to know her father. But what kind of father isn’t

around for sixteen years? All Lina wants to do is get back home. But then Lina is

given a journal that her mom had kept when she lived in Italy. Suddenly, Lina’s

uncovering a magical world of secret romances, art, and hidden bakeries...a world

that inspires Lina, along with the ever-so-charming Ren, to follow in her mother’s

footsteps and unearth a secret that has been kept for far too long. It’s a secret that

will change everything Lina knew about her mother, her father— and even herself.

Before the Ever After by Jacqueline Woodson

For as long as ZJ can remember, his dad has been everyone's hero. As a

charming, talented pro football star, he's as beloved to the neighborhood kids he

plays with as he is to his millions of adoring sports fans. But lately life at ZJ's

house is anything but charming. His dad is having trouble remembering things

and seems to be angry all the time. ZJ's mom explains it's because of all the head

injuries his dad sustained during his career. ZJ can understand that--but it doesn't

make the sting any less real when his own father forgets his name. As ZJ

contemplates his new reality, he has to figure out how to hold on tight to family

traditions and recollections of the glory days, all the while wondering what their

past amounts to if his father can't remember it. And most importantly, can those

happy feelings ever be reclaimed when they are all so busy aching for the past?

This is a novel in verse, which means it’s written in poems!

Pippa Park Raises Her Game by Erin Yun

Life is full of great expectations for Korean American Pippa Park. It seems like

everyone, from her family to the other kids at school, has a plan for how her life

should look. When Pippa gets a mysterious basketball scholarship to Lakeview

Private, she jumps at the chance to reinvent herself. At school, Pippa juggles old

and new friends, a crush, and the pressure to get As and score points while

keeping her past and family’s laundromat a secret from her elite new classmates.

But when Pippa begins to receive a string of hateful, anonymous messages via

social media, her carefully built persona is threatened. As things spiral out of

control, Pippa wonders if she can keep her old and new lives separate, or if she

should even try.



Non-Fiction

Rising Above: How 11 Athletes Overcame Challenges in Their Youth to

Become Stars by Gregory Zuckerman

Team USA goalkeeper Tim Howard was diagnosed with Tourette’s Syndrome in

6th grade. He went on to become a national treasure after single-handedly

keeping America competitive in the 2014 World Cup. Stephen Curry was told he

was too small, too weak, and too slow to even receive a scholarship to play college

basketball. He outworked everyone and went on to become MVP of the National

Basketball Association. Jim Abbott was born without his right hand, yet he

refused to be defined by what he lacked. He went on to pitch a no-hitter in the

Major Leagues. Athlete after athlete in this book found discipline, hope, and

inspiration on the playing field, rising above their circumstances.

Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson

Raised in South Carolina and New York, Jacqueline Woodson always felt halfway

home in each place. In vivid and emotional poems, she shares what it was like to

grow up as an African-American in the 1960s and 1970s. Each poem is a glimpse

into a child’s soul as she searches for her place in the world and finds her voice

through writing stories, despite the fact that she struggled with reading as a child.

Courage to Soar: A Body in Motion, A Life in Balance by Simone Biles

Simone Biles’ entrance into the world of gymnastics may have started on a daycare

field trip in her hometown of Spring, Texas, but her God-given talent, passion, and

perseverance have made her one of the top gymnasts in the world, as well as a

four-time winner of Olympic gold in Rio de Janeiro. But there is more to Simone

than the nineteen medals—fourteen of them gold—and the Olympic successes.

Through years of hard work and determination, she has relied on her faith and

family to stay focused and positive, while having fun competing at the highest level

and doing what she loves. In her own words, Simone takes you through the events,

challenges, and trials that carried her from an early childhood in foster care to a

coveted spot on the 2016 Olympic team.


